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Abstract 

The conditions of present day living in Nigeria is characterize by 
unemployment, depressed economy and poor management of resources calls 
attention to the need for secondary education curriculum to be rich with 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) education. It is to this 
effect that, this paper examines the nature of tertiary education and further 
attempts to discuss the efforts made by the management of this level of 
education towards the implementation of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT). In addition, the challenges and importance of ICT in 
Nigerian secondary schools are reviewed and recommendations are also 
presented. 
 
Education is the key to national development. It is the only process through 

which an individual becomes a productive citizen. It is aimed at improving the 
physical, social, spiritual, economical and moral well being of the individual and the 
society as well. It is to these benefits and many others not mentioned above that make 
people rush for the acquisition of education. Thus, the educational programmes set up 
for students must be challenging enough to meet the needs of the students and the 
society. 
 
 In many developed countries of the world their secondary school curriculum 
lay more emphasis on science, technical and vocational courses. This form of 
education has really transformed their economics. One truism is that, there is great 
difference between the economy of the developed countries and developing countries. 
This lies in the quality and quantity of education offered. Gbenu (2012) opines that 
the quality of education offered in developed countries is such that makes recipients 
creators of jobs rather than job seekers largely in addition to the fact that basis 
education is mandatory which is responsible for high literacy level. 
 
 According to UNESCO (2008) referring to situations in Africa, the 
curriculum has to be revised if Africa is to prepare youngsters to live in a society 



 
 

2 
 

marked by explosion of new knowledge in science and technology, by information 
and communication. UNESCO (2008) referring to the education for all (EFA) 
declaration adopted in Jomtien declares that:  

Every person shall be above to benefit from educational opportunities 
designed to meet their basic needs. These needs comprise both essential 
learning tools (such as literacy, oral expression, numeracy and problem 
solving) and basic learning content (such as knowledge, skills, values and  
attitudes) required by human beings to be able to survive, to develop their 
full capacities, to live and work in dignity, to participate fully in 
development,  to improve the quality of their lives, to make informed 
decisions and to continue learning. The scope of basic learning needs and 
how they should be met varies with individual countries and cultures and 
inevitably, changes with the passage of time. 

 
 The society we live in is dynamic and education which is a micro unit of the 
society has to change in line with social changes. One of such major transformations 
that have taken place globally is the introduction of Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICTs) into every facet of human endeavour, and for education not to be 
caught off guard; it has to integrate ICT into all aspects of the schools curriculum 
from planning to evaluation (Akindoju, et al., 2010). 
 However, the successful outcome of the school curriculum, depends so much 
on the effectiveness of the management of the entire school system put in place by the 
stakeholders. 
 
 Moreso,  secondary education being the education children receive after 
primary education and before tertiary education (FRN, 2004), needs to be well 
managed to achieve its purpose in order to have a brighter future and a nation with 
better economy. 
 
What is ICT Education? 
 ICTs stand for Information and Communication Technology and are defined 
as a “diverse set of technological tools and resources used to communicate and to 
create, disseminate, store and manage information”.  These technologies include 
computers, the internet, broad-casting technologies (radio and television), and 
telephony,. 
 
 Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) education is basically 
our society’s efforts to teach its current and emerging citizens valuable knowledge 
and skills around computing and communications devices, software that operates 
them, applications that run on them and systems that are built with them 
(www.mpct.org). 
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Importance of ICT in the Secondary Schools 
 There are many importance of ICT education in secondary schools. Ajayi & 
Ekundayo (2009) enumerated some ICT benefits as: 
i. ICT helps in making teaching – learning more interesting. 
ii. It helps in distance learning programme 
iii. It enhances quality of work of both teachers and students 
iv. It makes teachers to be up-to-date in their various disciplines. 
v. It helps teachers to reach out to colleagues in other parts of the country. 
vi. ICT enhances efficiency of workers. 
vii. It helps to reduce bureaucracy in administration 
viii. It makes decision-making in the education sector easy and faster. 
ix. It enhances the management of financial records in schools. 
 
ICT Education in Nigerian Secondary Schools: The Journey So Far 
 The curriculum of the Nigerian secondary school education indicates some 
level of ICT education. The Federal Government of Nigeria, in her National Policy on 
Education (2004), recognizes the prominent role of ICTs in the modern world, and 
has integrated it into education in Nigeria. To actualize this goal, the National Policy 
on Education (2004) states: 
Government shall provide necessary infrastructure and training for integration of ICT 
in the school system in recognition of the role of ICT in advancing knowledge and 
skill in the modern world. 
 
 However, the focus today is no longer on whether technology should be 
integrated into the school setting, but in how this integration should be done to benefit 
everybody in the school. Noted that the Federal Government of Nigeria through her 
National Policy on Education also made provisions for computer education a pre-
vocational electives at the Junior Secondary School an computer education and some 
vocational courses elective at the Senior Secondary School is not enough training to 
acquire the ICT education, most of more of theoretical than practical. Okebukola 
(1977) concluded that the computer is not part of classroom technology in more than 
90 percent of Nigerian public schools. This implies that the chalkboard and textbooks 
continue to dominate classroom activities in most Nigerian secondary schools. 
 
 Nigeria has a well planned curriculum for her secondary schools, educators 
and all other levels but implementing the policy becomes difficult. For instance, the 
planned curriculum for the Basic 9-year system of education has not been affected. 
Ismail (2006) states: 
 

The curricula for primary and junior secondary school level are still being 
used in the new system. No doubt, one would expect to find frictions and 
frustrations associated with the re-organization of physical structures, as 
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well as staffing… There is still some skepticism over the plausibility of full 
implementation. 

 
 The laudable secondary school objectives and document to backup these 
objectives into reality are not enough to have ICT education at the secondary school 
level. It must be seen in practical terms not theoretical. Analyzing the type and 
relevance of education given to the child at this level of education, one would see that 
it is unrewarding to the child and the community, hence the increasing rate of 
unemployment and poverty. Quantitative education without quality and focus can 
make education irrelevant to the needs of the child and the society at large. 
 The curriculum being used presently in our secondary schools need to be 
redesigned to reflect the interests of Nigerians. It must look at the aspect of creating 
job opportunities. Ogbechie (1999:8) opined that: 
 

The current curriculum in the nation’s school system is not capable of 
producing knowledgeable, skilled, creative and globally-competitive pupils 
that will feed the nation’s university system. We should redesign education 
to align with the challenges of the 21st century. Therefore, the focus of all 
levels of government for both public and private schools should be reviewed 
of the curriculum with a view to incorporating entrepreneurship, vocational, 
problem-solving, lie and ethical skills in pupils. The creative arts such as 
music, dance and ICT and computer education should be integrated into the 
curriculum. 
 
However, the fact is if these young children are introduced to the above 

curriculum as opined by Ogbechie, at the primary and secondary school level, it will 
be easier for them to discover their talents early. This will help them to be useful to 
themselves the challenges of unemployment and poverty will be minimal. 
 
Some Challenges Facing ICT Education in Secondary Schools in Nigeria 
 There are many challenges facing ICT education in our secondary schools. 
Some of these challenges are enumerated as: 
i. Most secondary schools lack computer literate teachers. 
ii. There is lack of computer information technology in most of the secondary 

schools. 
iii. Irregular power supply. 
iv. The cost of purchasing computers is high. 
v. Inadequate facilities to support full application of ICT. 
vi. Lack of fund in secondary schools. 
vii. Teachers are reluctant to adopt to use of ICT in teaching-learning process. 
viii. Lack of initiative from by the community where secondary schools are 

located. 
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ix. Lack of internet/slow connectivity in some secondary schools. 
x. Use of obsolete computers in schools. 
 
Conclusion 
 The Federal Government should redesign the curriculum of secondary school 
education because the trend now is to specify curricular in terms of outcomes and 
levels of achievement rather than content. Any education system that will move the 
citizens and the nation to the next advanced level should be fully adopted. The 
governments of Nigeria should therefore, increase budgetary allocation to education 
sector, encourage students’ capacity to learn through adequate motivation, employ 
qualified teachers, follow the policy teacher/student ratio and provide the necessary 
tools that will improve the quality of teacher and quality of education so as to have 
qualified manpower to move the nation forward economically and socially to meet the 
nation’s demand. 
 
Recommendations 
 The following recommendations should be considered so as to have a skilful 
secondary school education. 
i. The Federal Government should fund ICT programmes in schools. This will 

create strong networks between schools to help them develop and improve 
their use of technology. 

ii. The Federal Government should redesign the secondary school curriculum, 
and consider how new technological platforms can help to create new 
curriculum materials in a much creative and collaborative way than in the 
past. 

iii. Teachers in secondary schools should be given professional training in ICT. 
This will encourage the students and will take ICT education more serious. 

iv. ICT education must be made compulsory for every student in all level of 
educational system. 

v. Students should be taught how to create digital technology and software for 
themselves. This will help them create jobs not only for themselves but to 
others too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Management of Secondary Education and Information and Communication Technology: 
The Nigerian Journey So Far - Lami Ofie  
 



 
 

6 
 

References 
Ajayi, I.A. & Ekundayo, H.T. (2009). The application of information and 

communication technology in Nigerian secondary schools. International NGO 
Journal, 4 (5), 281-286. 

 
Akindoju, O.G., Banjoko, S.O. & Jimoh, A.S. (2010). Perceived roles of information 

and communication technologies in the implementation of continuous 
assessment in Nigerian secondary schools. African Journal of Teacher 
Education (AJOTE): A Journal of Spread Corporation, 1 (1), 78-90. 

 
Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). National Policy on Education. Lagos: NERDC 

Press. 
 
Gbenu, J.P. (2010). States of Nigerian secondary education and the need for quality 

sustenance. Greener Journal of Educational Research, 2 (1), 007-012. 
 
Isma’il, T. (2006). The new 9-3-4 system of education in Nigeria: Implications for 

higher education delivery. Paper presented at the 2006 annual national meeting 
and conference of CDE in Nigerian universities, BUK, Kano. 

 
Ogbechie, C.O. (1999). Challenges of technical and vocational education in Nigeria. 

The Guardian Newspaper, January 21. 
Okebukola, P. (1997). Old, new and current technology in education. UNESCO 

Africa, 14 (5), 7-18. 
 
UNESCO (2008). www.unesco.org/iiep/eng/focus/efa/aftprim.htm 
 

Journal of Assertiveness 


